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ﺑﺳم ﷲ اﻟرﺣﻣن اﻟرﺣﯾم
Question: Does wiping over ones khimaar and turban replace wiping over the ears, due to their both being
1
part of the head?

Answer: Shaykh al-Albaanee (ُ)َرِﺣَﻣُﮫ ﷲ2: My opinion, and Allaah knows best, is that at times it does
replace it and at other times it doesn't. As for the condition in which it does replace wiping (the
ears) then it is the state when the turban or the khimaar covers the entire head, including the ears.
Thus, in this condition, the hadeeth would apply in that they (ears) are both part of the head
literally.
As for the other condition in which it is not sufficient to just wipe over the turban or the khimaar,
then it is when the turban or the khimaar does not cover the ears. This means that the turban is
wide or aloof from the ears. Under these circumstances I hold that the authentic hadeeth about
wiping the head itself. This is such that three ways of wiping the head have been established on the
Prophet, ()ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯾﮫ وﺳﻠم3:
The first way: This is the most common and normal of his ways and it was that he would wipe all of
his head directly.
The second way: If the turban or the khimaar covered the head, then it was sufficient to just wipe
over the turban or the khimaar, exactly like the head.
The third and final way: And this is the area that requires evidence and needs speculation. And it is
when the turban would cover the last part of the head, yet expose the front of it (forehead). In this
condition, the Prophet ( )ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯾﮫ وﺳﻠمwould wipe over his head directly and then grasp his turban.
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Translator's Note: The Prophet (  )ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯾﮫ وﺳﻠمsaid: "The ears are part of the head." [Reported by at-Tirmidhee (37), Abu Dawoud
(134) and Ibn Maajah (444) and declared Saheeh by Shaykh al-Albaanee in as-Saheehah (1/36)]. So we are obligated to wash them
when taking wudoo and ghusl even though the ayah concerning wudoo doesn't mention the ears but only the head. This question is
based on this principle in that if we are permitted to wipe over certain garments in replacement of the head, are the ears included in
the same manner?
2
(ُ( )َرِﺣَﻣُﮫ ﷲrahimahullaah) May Allaah have mercy on him
3
( )ﺻﻠﻰ ﷲ ﻋﻠﯾﮫ وﺳﻠمMay the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him
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