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Questioner: The Most High said, “And We place the scales of justice for the Day of Resurrection,”1, so will 
the scales on the Day of Resurrection be a single pair or a number of scales?

Shaykh al-Albaanee ( الله ُرَحِمَھُ )2: There is no doubt that it is not allowed to alter or replace the wording 
of the Qur’aan. So as long as Allaah (عزوجل)3 has used the word, ‘[pairs of] scales’ then it is ‘[pairs of] 
scales,’ [i.e., as opposed to a single pair of scales].

And there is nothing stopping these pairs of scales being different as we know they are from the 
Unseen, and it is not fitting that we picture them to be a specific pair of scales, how can we when 
the scales found in this world now have become numerous and of many variations. So it is all the 
more so that on the Day of Resurrection there will be multiple/various pairs of scales.

So as long as Allaah (عزوجل) has mentioned scales in the plural form in such Qur’aanic wording, I hold 
it to be a denial of the [correct] meaning for [the term] ‘pairs of scales’ to be explained to mean ‘a 
pair of scales,’ and this is not from the way of the Salaf.4

1 Soorah Anbiyaa [21:47]
2 ( الله ُرَحِمَھُ  ) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah have mercy on him
3 (عزوجل) (Azza wa Jaal) Mighty and Majestic is He
4 Fataawaa Jeddah, 36.
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