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Allaah’s Messenger ( وسلمعلیھاللهصلى )
1 said, “No one who is disobedient to his parents, no one who reminds 

others of his favours, no drunkard, and no fornicator [lit: 'son of fornication'] will enter Paradise.”2

The Imaam (Shaykh al-Albaanee  ُرَحِمَھُ الله)3 said, “His saying, ‘… and no son of fornication will enter Paradise 
…’ is not to be taken upon its apparent meaning, rather what is meant is the person who fornicates 
such that it becomes his overwhelming characteristic, and so as a result of that he deserves to be 
attributed to it, and thus it is said of him, ‘He is the son of fornication,’ just as those who are 
addicted/love the dunyaa are attributed to it, it being said of them, ‘Sons of the world,’ due to their 
knowledge and their addiction/love of it, and just as the traveler is called, ‘Son of the road,.’4

So, ‘the son of fornication,’ is like these expressions, it is said of the one who is given to fornication 
such that its habituality has become attributed to him, and fornication has become his 
overwhelming characteristic, such a person is the one referred to in his saying, ‘… and no son of 
fornication will enter Paradise …’

The child who is born out of fornication and who himself is not a fornicator is not what is meant here 
… and I benefitted by acquiring this meaning from the speech of Ibn Ja’far at-Tahaawee ( حِمَھُ الله ُرَ  ), and 
his explanation of this hadeeth.5

And Allaah knows best.

1
( وسلمعلیھاللهصلى ) (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) May the peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him

2 Reported by Nasaa’ee and others.
3

( اللهُرَحِمَھُ  ) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah have mercy on him
4 Soorah Baqarah 2:177, ' السبیلابن '
5 As-Saheehah, 2/280-283.
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